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Meetings & Events
Pride 2015 

This year for Pride, York Federation of Students took a new approach and took on the 
organizing of the week along with The Center for Women and Trans* People (CWTP) 
and Trans*Bi Lesbian Gay Asexual (TBLGAY). YFS is dedicated to a student-focused 
Pride that gives options to interact with LGBTQIA* folks on campus and downtown. 
Pride will take place from Monday June 22 to Sunday June 27. This year the theme for 
Pride Week is Fearlessly Fierce. The theme incorporated the past, present and future 
of people who have helped progress the movement for queer rights and identifying 
that fierce as vernacular of Black Queer spaces is a word that can be used to show 
the power it is to be unapologetically you and the fearlessness that it takes to face the 
world regardless of the margins which many live within. 

MONDAY JUNE 22

Opening Ceremony: Glendon Campus
Join the Glendon campus in kicking of Pride Week with a flag raising and speeches!
10AM – 11AM, Skyroom (A300), York Hall, A-Wing

Opening Ceremony: Keele Campus
Join the Keele campus in kicking off Pride Week by dropping a 12’ X 24’ in the Student 
Centre!
3:30PM – 4:30PM, Student Centre Food Court

Pride Jam & BBQ
Live performances and free food to start off the week right.
4:30PM – 8:30PM, Catalpa Court (behind the Student Centre)

TUESDAY JUNE 23

Sex & Love Workshop
2PM – 4:30PM, Centre for Women and Trans People

AIDS Candlelight Vigil: Getting to Zero
A community memorial for those who have died of AIDS, and in recognition and hon-
our of those affected by and living with HIV/AIDS.
9PM, Barbara Hall Park - 519 Church St

WEDNESDAY JUNE 24

Banner Painting for the Pride Float
12:00PM-4:00PM, Location TBD
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Pride 2015 Continued

Cipher Cabaret
Kim Katrin Milan, Tiq Milan, Buddies in Bad Times Theatre and Pride Toronto  
proudly present a ‘Cipher Cabaret’ around the theme of Queer Culture. 
**Tickets available at the Member Services Office
8PM, Buddies in Bad Times Theatre - 12 Alexander St

THURSDAY JUNE 25

Queer Crafts Fair & DIY Pride Crafting
Support local queer and trans artists and have the opportunity to make  
your own Pride crafts!
2:00PM-4:00PM, 307 Student Centre

Tshirt and Sash Decorating
2:00PM-4:00PM, Location TBD

Uhaul BRAWL, Queer Roller Derby
Toronto Roller Derby & GTA Rollergirls host Toronto’s 7th annual all  
queer roller derby event.
**$10 Tickets available at the Member Services Office
6:30PM, Ted Reeve Arena -175 Main St, Toronto

FRIDAY JUNE 26

Trans Pride Rally & March
The Trans* March has seeks to provide a place for trans identified people to  
rally, and come together in solidarity.
** All trans* identified people, their friends and allies are welcome to march. Trans* 
women of colour and people with different abilities are encouraged to lead the march 
and set the pace for everyone else.
7:00PM, Location TBD

SATURDAY JUNE 27

Community Fair 
Volunteer at or drop by the TBLGAY, YFS & CWTP Pride tent at the  
Pride Community Fair.
11:00AM – 5:00PM, Church St

Dyke March 
The 2015 Dyke March is committed to celebrating the diversity of dykes  
and to demonstrating our beliefs, desires, and public presence.
2:00PM – 4:00PM, Location TBD
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YorkFest 2015

Rise up. Resist. Retaliate. 

YorkFest is one of the biggest events that YFS holds to welcome new and returning 
students back to York University. This year YorkFest will take place from September 28 
to Oct 2 and the focus is on all the elements that could make YorkFest inclusive of all 
our members. YFS has introduced new events including Green Light Go!: a free salad 
and sandwich bar, a dry casino night, a meditation space, and a Remake to be held by 
the Aboriginal Students Association at York (ASAY). There will also be a pub night called 
Rep’ Yo Flag which encourages members to bring out their country’s flag as the DJs 
spin music from around the world. This event will allow clubs that bring out the most 
members to gain early points for Multicultural . 

There are classic events included in the week like the Buffalo Bills game, Welcome 
Bagel Breakfast, and Dirty Bingo. These events changed slightly to include quizzes that 
focus on consent and sexual health.  Once again there will be a large scale free concert 
for students, with the headlining artist announced later in the summer. 

SUNDAY JUNE 27

Community Fair 
Volunteer at or drop by the TBLGAY, YFS & CWTP Pride tent at the  
Pride Community Fair.
11:00AM – 5:00PM, Church St

Pride Parade
From the corner of Church St and Bloor St. all the way down Yonge St. to Yonge-
Dundas Square, Toronto’s LGBTTIQQ2SA communities will Get OUT And Play!
2PM, Yonge & Bloor to Dundas Square
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CHRY/VIBE Transitional Meeting

Consent Culture Conference 

SexGen Committee

CHRY has decided to take another direction in becoming a new urban alternative sta-
tion to be called VIBE. Vice-President Campus Life Alexandria Williams and Vice-Presi-
dent Equity Huda Alsarraj attended the community-run meeting on the radio station’s 
direction. At the moment, community members are in process of fine-tuning the 
programs that will be offer. There has been some organizing happening with past mem-
bers and volunteers of CHRY (VIBE) to understand if the change were done within the 
by-laws of the CHRY (VIBE). Updates will be provided as the situation changes. 

This was the first conference of its kind hosted by the Canadian Federation of Students 
(CFS), which focused on the idea of consent and how to start implementing conversa-
tion on consent within York campus. Vice-President Campus Life Alexandria Williams, 
Vice-President Equity Huda Alsarraj, Vice-President Operations Gayle McFadden, 
Programming and Campus Life Coordinator Jessica Thyriar and Campaigns and Equity 
Coordinator Melissa Palermo all attended on behalf of YFS.

Discussion included topics on inclusive physical space, large and small campus tactics 
to implement consent culture on large-scale events and free spaces to discuss com-
munal issues of consent. Stacey-Ann Chin was the keynote that focused on Caribbean 
queerness, conversations of consent with her daughter and the mental affects on 
Gender-based violence and sexual assault. 

SexGen is a university-wide committee responsible for advising and advocating on 
issues of sexual and gender diversity, whether in terms of university policy, academic 
climate or the general University environment. The Chair of SexGen reports through 
the Centre for Human Rights (CHR) to the President’s Advisory Committee on Human 
Rights (PACHR).

Vice-President Campus Life Alexandria Williams, Vice-President Operations Gayle 
McFadden, and Campaigns and Equity Coordinator Melissa Palermo attend meetings 
to discuss issues ranging from name changes, to gender-neutral washrooms, to Pride 
2015.
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RedPack Volunteer Appreciation Party

2015 Skills Development Symposium 

Town and Gown

The RedPack program was created this year and much to the excitement of students 
on campus and members of the YFS, took off with hundreds of committed students 
excited to get involved at York. 

On Thursday, April 16 YFS hosted the RedPack Open House to thank the Pack for the 
countless hours they devoted to making sure events and actions went smoothly this 
year. Volunteers picked up their swag bags, reference letters and certificate or plaque 
for the exceptional individuals who donated over 20 hours of their time while enjoying 
a fun photo booth and a warm brunch in the Underground.

From Friday May 15 to Sunday May 17 the Canadian Federation of Students-Ontario 
(CFS-O) held their 15th Annual Skills Development Symposium. YFS Executive, and 
members of YFS staff attended Skills this year. The Symposium was held at the Uni-
versity of Toronto-Scarborough Campus. Skills gave student union representatives the 
opportunity to engage in different workshops that assist in the day-to-day functions of 
the student union throughout the year. 

Workshops focused on a diversity of issues for student leaders to think about when 
organizing at their respective campuses. The different workshops included Building an 
Inclusive Student Movement, Campaigns Organizing, Contracts & Negotiating, Events 
Organizing, Finances, Human Resources, Media Relations, Meeting Participation & 
Facilitation, Social Media, Students’ Union Director’s Responsibilities, and Understand-
ing the Post-Secondary Education Sector.  The Skills symposium was well received and 
executive of YFS were able to bring back a lot of new information that will benefit the 
York community as a whole.

York Federation of Students partakes in the Village at York Town and Gown Committee 
with representatives of residents in the Village, York University Administration, Seneca 
College, Toronto Fire, Toronto Police Services, as well as key municipal agencies and 
the Ward 8 City Councilor Anthony Peruzza. This committee addresses concerns of 
residents and campus community members, including by-law enforcement, safety, and 
compliance.

Vice-President Operations Gayle McFadden and Vice-President Campus Life Alexandria 
Williams will be attending the Town and Gown in the 2015/2016 school year.
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Frost Week

On June 1 President Mithilen Mathipalan attended the Presidents Advisory Committee 
on responsible investing meeting. This was the first meeting of the committee for the 
term. The goal of this committee is to advise the President of York University on invest-
ments, gearing for more sustainable and equitable companies. Staff, faculty, adminis-
trators and students sit on this advisory board.  
 
At this meeting we were able to discuss the draft engagement policy on how to deal 
with proposals from people or groups in regards to active engagements, proxy voting 
and divestment from unsustainable and inequitable investments.  
 
Moving forward the advisory committee shall be responsible for taking into consider-
ation the University’s requirement to carry out its fiduciary duties in governing its in-
vestments, and become the first point of engagement to people or groups submitting 
engagement proposals to specific investments. 

President’s Advisory Committee of Responsible Investing

CFS National General Meeting

The 67th Semi-Annual General meeting of the Canadian Federation of Students (CFS) 
took place from June 3 to June 7 in Gatineau, Quebec. Over 300 delegates from 
student unions across Canada attended the general meeting. The meeting gave union 
representatives an opportunity to talk, discuss and unite about issues dealing with 
campaigns, services and the direction of the student movement in Canada as a whole. 

There were several workshops and lobby sessions on issues pertaining to the $15 min-
imum wage campaign, Bill C-51, Consent Culture, Fossil Fuel divestment, Its No Secret 
Federal Election campaign and the Post-Secondary Education sector. Delegates to the 
general meeting included President Mithilen Mathipalan, Vice-President Equity Huda 
Alsarraj, Vice-President Campus Life Alexandria Williams, Vice-President Operations 
Gayle McFadden, Executive Director Hamid Osman, Health and Dental Coordinator 
Aaron Haddish, Events Coordinator Jessica Thyriar and Campaigns and Equity Coordi-
nator Melissa Palermo. Williams was elected at the new Racialized representative for 
CFS nationally.
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Community Service Group (CSG) Council Meeting

On Tuesday June 9 Vice-President Equity Huda Alsarraj, President Mithilen Mathipalan, 
and Campaigns and Equity Coordinator Melissa Palermo met with Trans* Bisexual  
Lesbian Gay Asexual at York (TBLGAY), York University Black Students Alliance (YUBSA), 
United South Asians at York (USAY), and Access York in order to introduce one another. 
It was a highly productive meeting as potential collaborations and updates on campaigns 
were discussed. Fortunately, the CSG council meeting that took place proved to be a 
great way to begin the year and strengthen the York Federation of Students relationship 
with the Community Service Groups.

Frost Week

Frost Week

Each year for Ramadan, York Federation of Students (YFS) partners with the Muslim 
Students’ Association (MSA) at York for an Iftar dinner to break fast at the end of the 
day. Hundreds of students come out at sunset to eat and socialize after a long day 
of fasting. This year YFS will host two separate Iftar dinners on Wednesday June 24, 
and Wednesday July 8.

Each year the colleges at York host a several day social orientation, or Frosh Week. 
The nine colleges at York are Bethune College, McLaughlin College, Vanier College, 
New College, Founders College, Winters College, Glendon College, Stong College and 
Calumet College. 

YFS Executive Members are encouraged to participate in the 2015 Frosh Week. The 
York Orientation Director’s Association  (YODA) has helped YFS play a bigger role in the 
organization in past years by meeting and planning with the association. Vice-President 
Campus Life Alexandria Williams and Programming and Campus Life Coordinator Jessi-
ca Thyriar will continue to attend all YODA meetings in effort to help out the Orientation 
Chairs and President to the best of YFS abilities. 

Muslim Students’ Association Iftar Dinner

Frosh Week
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President’s Advisory Committee on Human Rights (PACHR) 

York University Student Centre (YUSC)

Neighbourhood Consultation on Rooming Houses

York University Senate

PACHR is a committee dedicated to discussion human rights matters. Vice-President 
Equity Huda Alsarraj sits on the committee with members of administration, and other 
student groups. The committee reviews human rights policies and procedures while 
providing recommendations to human rights-related activities. 

York Federation of Students (YFS) has four seats on the Board of Directors for the York 
University Student Centre. This year the Board has appointed Vice-President Opera-
tions Gayle McFadden as Chair, Vice-President Campus Life Alexandria Williams as 
Vice-Chair, President Mithilen Mathipalan as Treasurer, Vice-President Equity Huda Al-
sarraj as Student At Large Representative, and New College Director Shenikqwa Phillip 
as Clubs & Services Director and Secretary.

On April 23, 2015 the City of Toronto hosted a Rooming House Review Neighbourhood 
Consultation on York’s Keele Campus. Residents of the Village and surrounding York 
Community including YFS Executive and Board members came to share experiences 
and ask questions on the living conditions of those living in rooming houses, as well as 
discuss the impact of rooming houses on surrounding communities. 

Senate is the highest academic decision-making body at York University and handles all 
matters regarding classes, programs, scheduling and curriculum. The York Federation 
Representative for the 2015/2016 school year will be Vice-President Operations Gayle 
McFadden.

Senate meets on the third Thursday of each month. Issues in the past year at Sen-
ate have included the CUPE 3903 Strike, challenges around inadequate government 
funding, the Academic and Administrative Program Review (AAPR), course petitions, 
and mental health. McFadden also sits on the Equity Subcommittee of Senate, and the 
APPRC Committee.
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York University Board of Governors

CFS-Ontario Executive Committee

MTCU Funding Formula Consultation

The York University Board of Governors oversees the government, conduct, man-
agement and control of the University, subject to duties specifically assigned to the 
Senate, the President and the Chancellor. There are 30 governors in total; two mem-
bers of Senate, two students, two members of the full-time non-academic staff and 24 
external members of which two are appointed by the Council of York University Alumni.
The Board of Governors conducts its business through committees that bring rec-
ommendations to the full Board at regularly scheduled meetings. President Mithilen 
Mathipalan and Vice-President Operations generally attend BOG Meetings to oversee 
large decisions being made and draw connections as to how they will affect students. 
At the last Board if Governors Meeting on April 27, 2015, there was a presentation on 
the new Markham campus, and on the PanAm games on Keele Campus.

Vice-President Operations Gayle McFadden sits on the Canadian Federation of Stu-
dents-Ontario (CFS-O) Provincial Executive as the York Federation of Students (YFS) 
Local 68 Representative. The Ontario Executive Committee Meeting serves as an 
opportunity for representatives to network from across the province and plan events of 
campaigns for the coming year. 

The first meeting of the Ontario Executive took place from Friday, May 1 to Sunday, 
May 3 in downtown Toronto. Presentations at the meeting to name a few, included 
anti-oppression training, a Who’s Who in Government relations, the #itsnosecret federal 
election campaign, services of the Federation.

On May 6, Ontario’s Ministry of Training, Colleges and Universities (MTCU) hosted an 
all-day consultation on university funding reform. The consultation brought students, 
university administrations and faculty together to review and discuss modernization 
of the provincial government’s funding model for publically assisted universities in 
Ontario. The consultation featured speakers including Minister of Training, Colleges 
and Universities Reza Moridi, former university Presidents, and Chair of the Canadian 
Federation of Students-Ontario Alastair Woods. 

Vice-President Operations Gayle McFadden attended the consultation and worked 
together with faculty, labour boards, students and university administrators to put 
pressure on the province that a greater investment in post-secondary education is 
necessary.
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Campaigns & Equity
Combatting Sexual Violence Twitter Conversation

Exam Snack Runs

Federal Elections 

A live twitter conversation with Premier Wynne took place taking at 3pm on May 21, 
2015 about sexual assault. Students and concerned community members had the 
opportunity to join in the conversation and ask the Premier to response to their issues 
surrounding sexual violence and harassment. YFS and the Canadian Federation of Stu-
dents-Ontario took a lead role in tweeting questions about mandatory education and 
post-secondary support and resources. Tweeters used the #project97hash tag and @
the97project Twitter handle.

Each exam period, YFS executive members and volunteers hand out hundreds of exam 
de-stresser snack packs to hungry students studying in Scott Library, and on Glendon 
Campus. This year, between April 20 and April 24, YFS gave out over 500 free and 
healthy snacks to students. 

The federal election is set to take place in in Fall 2015. The Canadian Federation of 
Students (CFS) have created the It’s No Secret campaign to provide more information 
on the importance of the student and youth contribution to the federal election. York 
Federation of Students (YFS) wants to make sure students living on and off-campus are 
engaged in the electoral process in accessible ways. 

During the provincial and municipal elections, the Federation participated in Generation 
Vote, and provided golf carts to drive students from Residences to the polls. YFS also 
hosted a Ward 8 Candidate debate, and held several social media contests to encour-
age students to vote. YFS also created a voting rubric, outlining where different candi-
dates stood on student issues and canvassed the York Village to get out the vote. 
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Affordable and Accessible Education

May Day

Mental Health Steering Committee

Combatting high tuition fees and inaccessible education is one of the important cam-
paigns of the York Federation of Students (YFS) and the Canadian Federation of Stu-
dents (CFS). This campaign has had many incarnations over the years, from the iconic 
Drop Fees, to Education is a Right, to the Hike Stops Here. 

Throughout the year education coalition meetings are hosted as an informal body made 
up of YFS representatives, students, and community members. The coalition meets 
on a regular basis to plan campus actions and outreach around education issues. In 
the 2014/2015 school year the committee took a very deliberate Hike Stops Here and 
tuition fee focus. 

The May Day Rally was held on Friday, May 1 at Nathan Philips Square. May Day is 
recognized as International Worker Day; a day to recognize various communities and 
reaffirm our commitments in fighting against the struggles of capitalism and poverty. 
Various organizations, unions and groups attended the march in solidarity with the 
plight of workers and self-determination movements across the world. Members of 
the York Federation of Students (YFS) executive and staff attended the May Day Rally in 
solidarity.

Mental Health talks have become a topic of major discussion on York campus. 
The Mental Health Steering Committee meets and works with the administration 
and student leadership groups on different initiatives for the coming year. The Mental 
Health Steering Committee has been meeting monthly to plan and outline the im-
portance of mental health awareness at York. On Wednesday May 20 Vice-President 
Equity Huda Alsarraj attended the Committee meeting to raise awareness of the 
numerous layers of mental health within the undergraduate community. The meeting 
was to discuss changes to the Mental Health Strategy Framework. The purpose of the 
framework is to create dialogue and recommendations for York University to be more 
equitable in regards to mental health.
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Water Bottle Phase-Out

Xpression Against Oppression (XAO)

York University will be water bottle free starting September 2015. The Water Bottle 
Phase-out campaign started in 2012 after the York Federation of Students lobbied the 
university to eliminate the sale of water bottles on campus. Currently at York there are 
204 water fountains and 70 refill stations on the Keele campus and four refill stations 
on the Glendon campus. All newly built and renovated building on campus must have 
at least one new refill station installed.

Xpression Against Oppression (XAO) is an annual weeks of events that presents work-
shops, discussions, and performances of various topics related to social justice and 
equity issues. XAO aims to educate, engage, and empower students to take action of 
issues that affect not only the general York community but also the world as a whole. 

For the first day of XAO, York Federation of Students will introduce an Indigenous Soli-
darity Event to discuss occupation and colonization. The following Tuesday will feature a 
Social Justice Fair for various social justice groups from on and off-campus to promote 
awareness on issues. Tuesday evening will be a Gender Based Violence Forum in order 
to discuss and create new ideas to combat rape culture. Wednesday there will be a 
discussion of Queer History on Disability. In the evening there will be a social justice 
poetry and music event. Thursday there will be banner painting and food kitchen before 
the keynote speaker in the evening. To wrap up the week, on Friday there will be an 
Anti-Islamophobia discussion to raise awareness on the discrimination faced by those 
who identify as Muslim.

W
at
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 is 

a human right

bottle-free campus
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Clubs & Services
YFS Food4Thought Food Bank 

Club Elections

Clubs

The YFS Food4Thought food bank is the only on-campus food bank at York University 
and is a member agency of the North York Harvest Food Bank. We have been receiving 
shipments from North York Harvest food bank bi-weekly in order to replenish our stock. 
YFS Executives, volunteers and full or part-time staff members work hard every other 
week of transport the food deliveries into the Food Bank. 

As the issue of food security on campus becomes more severe, students value and 
use this service more than ever. Since the strike, usership has leapt from 500 users 
per month too 750 users. The food bank is not only limited to YFS members, but also 
welcomes it services to graduate, full-time and part-time, Seneca@York students or 
members of the student community requiring emergency food relief. It is located in 
room 337 of the Student Centre.

As a service to clubs, Executive Members of the YFS often assist with club elections. 
This year, executives served as the CRO of various student club elections including the 
York University Tamil Students’ Association (YUTSA), the Ministry of Magic, the African 
Students’ Association (ASA), the Middle Eastern Students’ Association (MESA), the Pa-
kistani Students’ Association (PSA) and much more. In order to become a ratified club 
with the York Federation of Students, club memberships must democratically select 
their leadership. 

The life that clubs bring to York campus is amazing, and an important part of shaping 
the student experience. YFS believes fully in supporting clubs on campus wherever 
possible, whether it be through funding, services and/or general support. In 2014/2015 
alone, 347 clubs ratified with the York Federation of Students. Currently clubs are slow-
ly renewing their status for the 2015/2016 school year. 

Each year, YFS hosts a Clubs Town Hall in order to speak to club representatives about 
club funding, club renewal policies, and any changes in the new fiscal year. The Clubs 
Town Hall is expected to happen in late August, and again once school starts. Clubs 
can take advantage of event funding, base funding of $100, and $125 in printing 
credits, as well as one free banner per year. YFS will also be introducing exciting new 
services like game console and projector rental, business card printing, and a new 
streamlined booking system. 
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YFS Services

There are a number of cost-saving services offered by the York Federation of Students 
(YFS) ranging from discounted tickets and events, to the most affordable Printing Cen-
tre on campus with printing from $0.05 a page and affordable school supplies. This year 
we look forward to extending our services farther and connecting with students that 
are looking to save money on high quality services. 

Below are some of the discounts currently offered out of the YFS Member Services 
Office, and the YFS Printing Centre:

	 •	 Discounted	Canada’s	Wonderland	Tickets
	 •	 Discounted	TTC	Metropasses,	tickets	and	tokens
	 •	 The	most	affordable	printing	and	photocopying
	 •	 Discounted	school	supplies
	 •	 Discounted	Ripley’s	Aquarium	Tickets
	 •	 Discounted	Cineplex	Tickets
	 •	 Free	ISIC	Card
	 •	 Mirvish	Ticket	Discounts
…and much more!


