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Meetings & Events

Frosh Week
Each year, YFS Executives participate in the different college’s Frosh Weeks in a num-
ber of capacities. This year, Vice-President Equity Huda Alsarraj was a Frosh Boss for 
Founders College and Vice-President Operations Gayle McFadden was a Frosh Boss 
for Calumet College. All executives helped out the colleges through event facilitation, 
and attended parties every night of Frosh Week. 

Red & White Day
Red and White Day marks a time for students to show off their York Pride and celebrate 
what it means to be a lion. This year, as a part of YorkFest in collaboration with Red and 
White Day, York Federation of Students hosted a bagel breakfast in Vari Hall. Vice-Pres-
ident Operations Gayle McFadden hosted the spirit rally in the Student Centre, along 
with the President of the New College Council. 

Board of Governors Meeting
President Mithilen Mathipalan attended the open session for the Board of Governors 
meeting, which was held on October 6 2015. The board discussed the various tenure 
and promotions that faculty members were receiving this term and the new “Open 
your mind” branding campaign for York University. Overall there was nothing that was 
contentious at this meeting.
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Meetings & Events

York University Student Centre
Meetings have been progressing on a monthly basis for the York University Student 
Centre. York Federation of Students (YFS) has four seats on the Board of Directors for 
the York University Student Centre (YUSC). The Board consists of YFS representatives, 
York University Graduate Student Association (YUGSA) representatives, student rep-
resentatives, and York University Administration representatives. Vice-President Equity 
Huda Alsarraj, Vice-President Campaigns and Advocacy Chenthoori Malankov, Presi-
dent Mithilen Mathipalan, Vice-President Operations Gayle McFadden, Vice-President 
Campus Life Alexandria Williams, and New College Director Sheniqkwa Phillip all sit on 
the YUSC Board.

CFS Ontario General Meeting
On Thursday August 20 the YFS executive committee attended the semi-annual 
four-day long CFS-Ontario general meeting. This meeting was the first Ontario Gen-
eral meeting of this school year. Student unions from all across Ontario gathered to 
discuss, mobilize, and vote on issues relating to students and the greater Ontario 
community. 

Some important motions that were passed consisted of: racial profiling and carding 
practices of Ontario’s law enforcement, sexual and gender-based violence, and a cam-
paign to increase youth voter turnout for the upcoming federal elections. There were 
also various workshops and panels held throughout the four days on issues such as 
the Black Lives Matter movement, a panel on the crises of post-secondary education, 
a presentation on the national strategy for post-secondary education, and a discussion 
on the fight against poverty. Overall the meeting was fruitful and we were able to bring 
a lot of new ideas to our respected locals.
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Meetings & Events

YUTSA Club Meet & Greet

York Federation of Students (YFS) Executive Committee, President Mithilen Mathipal-
an, Vice-President Operations Gayle McFadden, Vice-President Campaigns and Advoca-
cy Chenthoori Malankov, Vice-President Equity Huda Alsarraj and Vice-President Cam-
pus Life Alexandria Williams attended the York University Tamil Students Association’s 
(YUTSA) annual Orientation Meet and Greet on October 8, 2015 at The Underground. 

This event was the kick-off for YUTSA’s active year ahead as a club. YUTSA executives 
were introduced on stage and they engaged the new members sitting in the crowd 
with dance, music, and fun games. The YFS Executive Committee had a chance to 
address the crowd and inform them about YFS and the campaigns, events and services 
we provide. 

MESA Club Meet & Greet
York Federation of Students (YFS) Executive Committee, President Mithilen Mathi-
palan, Vice-President Operations Gayle McFadden, Vice-President Campaigns and 
Advocacy Chenthoori Malankov, Vice-President Equity Huda Alsarraj and Vice-President 
Campus Life Alexandria Williams attended the Middle Eastern Students’ Association’s 
(MESA) Meet and Greet event on October 6, 2015 in Chancellor’s Room, Student 
Centre. 

The executive team addressed the crowd about the campaigns, events, and services 
of York Federation of Students (YFS). MESA showcased some of the things the club 
has done in previous years and got their members excited about the year to come.
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Meetings & Events

Community Safety Council
The Community Safety Council is a committee made up of students, staff and faculty. 
This committee came out of the METRAC safety audit and works on ongoing safety 
initiatives. One of the staff members from the York Federation of Students sits on 
this committee to provide perspective and feedback. One of the biggest initiatives 
that came out of this council was the York University safety app that all students can 
download on a smartphone. A report was also created on the goals and changes the 
university needs to make to ensure that York campus is a safer one and that this report 
be given to the President. 

National Conference on Campus Sexual Assault

A staff member from the York Federation of Students attended this conference, which 
took place from September 24-25. There were a variety of topics discussed around 
gender based and sexual violence as well as the intersections that consist of when 
examining larger scale campuses like York University. The York Federation received a lot 
of resources and information to share with our membership to ensure that we prioritize 
the safety of students on campus and to continue conversations surrounding consent 
culture. 

Welcome Back
The York Federation of Students were super excited to welcome back York students for 
another fiscal year full of events, campaigns and political workshops. During the first 
two weeks of school, understanding that students in Ontario pay the highest amount 
of tuition fees, the YFS wanted to make sure that students have access to many free 
items. Therefore, the Executive team handed out free agendas in Vari Hall for students 
to use to plan out their whole year and informed students about their local students 
union. 
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Meetings & Events

Student Representative Round Table
The Student Representative round table (SRR) meeting consists of student presidents 
from various student groups on campus like the York Federation of Students, Graduate 
Student Association and the multiple college and faculty councils. President Mithilen 
Mathipalan attended the SRR meeting on September 17 2015. This was the first SRR 
meeting of the school year, hence this meeting served as an introduction to the group 
itself. 

The SRR meeting was chaired by Shadiyah Hadidi; the undergraduate student repre-
sentative on the Board of Governors and Janet Morrison the Vice-Provost Students. The 
group tackles issues that are faced by students in our respected constituencies and 
will work to solve them in a timely manner. The meeting was well received and there 
was discussion on possible topics for upcoming meetings.

Invocation/Academic Orientation 
This was the first year that York University held an Invocation, which is convocation for 
incoming students. This was held on September 8 2015. Throughout the morning exec-
utives and the board of directors attended academic orientations at various colleges, 
where we were able to educate new students about the political campaigns, cost 
saving services and fun events that the YFS was planning for the year. In the afternoon 
the executive committee attended the invocation where there was close to 4000 first 
years and orientation leaders present. The invocation was a combination of academic 
orientation, “Can I kiss you” talk, and the lions pride parade. 

After the President of York University and various administrators of York welcomed the 
first years, Vice-President Operation Gayle McFadden and Vice-President Campus Life 
Alexandria Williams hosted the rest of the afternoon. Student groups like the Samba 
squad, WIBI and Dark dance filled the afternoon with amazing performances. Overall 
even through the heat and light rain shower, students enjoyed the invocation.
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Meetings & Events

Community Safety Fair
The York Federation of Students had a table full of resources around our equity based 
work as well as our “No means No” campaign to engage with the York community 
around different issues. The university put the Community Safety Fair together for all 
students on campus to ensure that all York students feel safe on campus. Throughout 
the day there were good conversations and appreciation around all the safety aware-
ness that included student clubs and administration. 

YorkFest
What a great YorkFest it was! This year all of our events were a success with students 
excited to meet all the clubs on campus, learn more about accessible food options on 
campus through Green Light Go and always walking away with tons of free stuff. This 
year the new events that we entered into the line up were greeted well from students 
who were excited to try and experience new things.

OWL Party
Orientation Leaders work so hard to make sure that our froshies stay safe and have 
fun, so this year the YFS wanted to do something to thank them for all their hard work. 
This year we decided to have a OWL party that would give orientation leaders the op-
portunity to have a space to get to know each other and also enjoy some great music. 
In association with Vibe 105.5FM folks partied before the real work began. 
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Move-In Day
Move-In day this year was held on Saturday September 5, also falling on the first day 
of Frosh week. Move-in day was well received as the executive committee and the 
board of directors went to their respected colleges and handed out the YFS frosh kits 
to the new first year students moving in to their respected residences. Along with the 
kits, YFS was able to educate the incoming York students about the various campaigns, 
services, and events that we are planning for the year. Many students were surprised 
and pleased to know that a union for students existed at York to help them in their day-
to-day operations.

BlackFest

Every Year the York United Black Student Alliance (YUBSA) holds this event to celebrate 
black culture and economy by giving a space for black owned businesses to showcase 
their merchandise or spread the word on various equitable practices. Performances 
range from dance, spoken word, rapping and singing with a focus on black liberation 
and community engagement. This year it was held in the Student Centre with many 
folks coming out to show support and learn. 

RedPack

The Red Pack is in full gear! After the success of YorkFest the volunteers had little time 
to wait for the next round of events. We are currently in the process of planning our 
Red Pack social as a thank you for all the hard work of our volunteers.
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Senate

Senate is the highest academic decision-making body at York University and handles all 
matters regarding classes, programs, scheduling, and curriculum. The York Federation 
of Students Representative for the fiscal year of 2015/2016 is Vice-President Opera-
tions Gayle McFadden. 

At the latest meeting of Senate on September 24, 2015 McFadden served a motion 
regarding making October 19, voting day in the Federal Election, making it a day of 
academic accommodation. Unfortunately the motion failed but McFadden has since re-
ceived very positive feedback from faculty, students and staff alike on Senate regarding 
voting and making space for students to exercise their democratic right. 

On October 1, 2015 the Student Senator Caucus meeting was held, formally introduc-
ing student mentors for the first time, and electing members to sit on the various Sen-
ate Committees. McFadden was elected to sit on the Academic Standards, Curriculum 
and Pedagogy Committee (ASCP).

YUACRI Panel

On Monday October 5 2015, YUACRI held a panel called “Responsible investing: a 
multi-perspective discussion”. This forum consisted of two panelists with diverse back-
grounds and viewpoints, which considered the complexities and meanings of respon-
sible investing. The panel was well received and many students from various student 
groups were present. President Mithilen Mathipalan, who sits on the committee and 
various directors of the YFS were present at the panel. There was a lot to take back for 
the committee, many students asked the committee to bring in more speakers that 
discusses topics around military divestment and fossil fuel divestment.
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Campaigns & Equity

Fall Food Drive
The FALL Food Drive in support of the on-campus York Federation of Students Food 
Bank began on October 5, 2015. By supporting the food drive, we are able to support 
students facing the realities of food insecurity. The YFS Food Bank (Food 4 Thought) is 
open to any York University Student: full-time or part-time, Undergraduate or Graduate. 
Our primary goal is to have food and basic needs available, at all times, to students of 
York University who can no longer afford to purchase these items for themselves due 
to the strains of high tuition and living costs. Our secondary goal is to provide healthy, 
balanced food choices and to ensure that the food provided can, to whatever extent 
possible, fit cultural and dietary needs.

The YFS Food Bank membership grows by at least 25% every year. On average it has 
500- 700 visits every month and distributes at least 1000 individual food items each 
day. From October 5th to November 5th, the YFS is holding a campus wide Food Drive 
with all proceeds going directly to support the Food Bank.
Throughout this month we will be asking students and community members to partici-
pate in this effort and donate what they can. There will be collection boxes in all YFS Of-
fices, College Council Offices, Deans’ Offices, Community Service Groups and various 
Student Clubs and Organizations located in the Student Centre Building, and Vari Hall.

Frost Week
Advance polling took place on campus from October 5-8, 2015 at the Aviva Centre. 
The York Federation of Students had a day of action on Wednesday October 7, 2015 
where the executive members gave out free pancakes and gave students the option to 
decorate their pancakes with fruits of all the different party colours. Throughout the day 
the York Federation of Students had a vote bus-taking students from the TEL building 
to the Aviva Centre to make voting easily accessible. To end the day off there was a 
creative action where students were encouraged to write down “What they are voting 
for” which was well received with some potential voters leaving inspirational messag-
es. 

Federal Elections
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Student Move T.O
A representative from the York Federation of Students attended the Student Move 
T.O symposium on September 21, 2015 at city hall. Student Move T.O is collaboration 
between all four universities (Ryerson, York, UofT & OCAD). At the symposium the 
goals discussed were on exploring how students are moving throughout the GTA. They 
developed a survey that will be distributed throughout all four universities to collect 
more data to help this research. 

Sisters in Sprit is an annual event, which claims space on stolen territory for the miss-
ing and murdered aboriginal women and girls that are undocumented across Canada. 
Held by the Aboriginal Students Association, the event brings forward the grim reality 
facing the aboriginal community and gives space for singing and the sharing of the 
stories of families affected by this epidemic.  Starting with a march in Vari Hall and 
ending in the Chancellors room, allies where able to watch for the first time publicly a 
documentary entitled, Our Stolen Sisters, with a panel following with a family from the 
film recounting their story.  

Sisters in Spirit

Transitional Year Program
The Transitional Year Program is offered by York University for students who have had 
to face social or finical problems that might have made it hard for some folks to access 
traditional educational practices. This year YFS President Mithilen Mathipalan and Vice 
President Campus Life Alexandria Williams gave a brief presentation on the YFS and 
the 3 pillars that make up York’s Students Union. While there they were able to make 
personal connections and offer advice for students on how to make social connections 
and ways to deal with the pressures that come with being a university student. 
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Campaigns & Equity
#AllBlackLivesMatter: Take Back the Night 

XAO Week

This year the Toronto Rape Crisis Centre and Black Lives Matter: Toronto Coalition 
came together to bring visibility to gender based violence happening in the Greater 
Toronto Area. The main theme this year was to remember the names and stories of 
black trans* people have been killed at the hands of the police and bringing awareness 
to the violence that impact trans* bodies all around the world. We attended the event 
in solidarity with BLMTO and the TRCC and were greeted to a craft market, childcare 
space, transformative art and an all women steel pan group. The night ended with a 
march through downtown Toronto that broke out into a flash mob.

Xpressions Against Oppression is a week of social justice and equity events being 
held from October 19 – 23. The week will begin October 19 with button making and 
community food kitchen in Vari Hall. In the evening there will be a workshop and book 
reading with Leah Lakshmi, which was partnered in association with TBLGAY and The 
Access Centre. The following day October 20, throughout the day, there will be the so-
cial justice fair featuring many clubs that talk about social justice and equity issues. In 
the evening on October 20, YFS will be hosting Complexities of Consent in partnership 
with SASSL discussing issues around gender-based violence. Wednesday October 21, 
we have add a new event entitled, “Xploring Intersections: Queerness and Disability” 
from 3 to 5pm, followed by a spoken word show called Xpress Yourself, featuring many 
poets throughout the GTA. On Thursday October 22 there will be crucial discussions 
discussing combatting anti-blackness on university campuses in partnership with 
YUBSA. 
To follow will be our XAO Keynote Speaker, the renowned author, feminist and activist 
bell hooks. New this year will be the Profile This: End Islamophobia event ending off 
the week on Friday October 23. 
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Clubs & Services

TTC Photo ID Day

Club Swag

York Federation of Students hosts TTC Photo ID Days for full-time students on Keele 
campus, which allows students to use the discounted TTC Metropass, sold in the 
Member Services Office, Room 106 Student Centre. This year the first TTC Photo ID 
Day took place on the first day of YorkFest, Monday September 28, 2015. Hundreds of 
students received their TTC Photo ID throughout the day. The second TTC Photo ID Day 
will be taking place on Tuesday, October 27, 2015.

Vice-President Operations Gayle McFadden and Clubs and Outreach Coordinator Cecile 
Des Vignes updated the Clubs Swag process to suit the new swag provider and swag 
applications closed as of September 15, 2015. This change made it so that clubs would 
be able to attain their swag earlier in the year and so that more students would be able 
to see the swag during the school year. There was also the addition of bottle openers, 
carabineers, stress balls, and more options for the traditional club swag items. There 
was a positive response from clubs to these changes.
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Clubs & Services

Clubs

The club renewal and ratification window closed on September 30, 2015. York Feder-
ation of Students (YFS) has 294 clubs ratified for the fall semester, twenty-two more 
than last year! We kept the window open as long as possible, and reminded clubs 
during the YorkFest Festival Village to make sure that everyone had a chance to renew 
and ratify their club. All ratified clubs now have access to all the numerous benefits 
that YFS provides to clubs.

Clubs Committee

The York Federation of Students (YFS) Clubs Committee met on October 6, 2015. The 
Chair of the Committee, Vice-President Operations Gayle McFadden will be holding 
Clubs Committee meetings on a bi-weekly basis in order to improve the efficiency of 
delivering funding to student clubs. The last meeting saw dozens of new clubs seeking 
ratification, and many events planned by clubs seeking funding.
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Clubs & Services

Financial Literacy Courses

Discounted Services

Being a students isn’t cheap. It’s hard to juggle the countless costs of being a student 
while managing your student debt. YFS is hosting two financial literacy courses in col-
laboration with TD Bank so that students can learn how to manage spending and cred-
it, all on a student budget. The first free financial literacy course occurred on October 8, 
2015 and the second will take place on Thursday, October 15 from 5:00PM to 7:00PM. 

Regenesis

September saw many new discounted services added to the YFS roster. Some of 
these include $15 tickets to Archery Tag in Vaughan, discounted Screamers and Hallow-
een Haunt tickets, online discounts to Tennis Canada, Raptors, Argos and TFC games, 
Hertz car rental discounts, Mirvish theatre discounts to Kinky Boots, Contiki Holiday 
discounts and much more. 

The York Federation of Students endorses Regenesis YorkU Sustainability initiative. We 
encouraged all students to go out and vote yes to Regenesis YorkU Sustainability Vote 
to help make York University a sustainable campus. By endorsing and supporting the 
levy, we can expand and establish environmental initiatives on campus such as the York 
University Farmers’ Marker, Borrowing Centre, Fair Trade Board Games Café and more. 
The voting took place October 5-8, 2015 online. 




