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CFS-OntariO         
ExECutivE mEEting

the 70th semi-annual General 
VP equity, roshni attended the 
cfs ontario executive meeting on 
august 17th, 2017. important con-
versations on campaigns, espe-
cially the fight the fees campaign 
were thoroughly discussed. 

CFS Ogm

from friday May 26th to sun-
day the canadian federation of 
students (cfs) held their annual 
ontario General Meeting (oGM) 
from august 17-20. delegates from 
student unions across ontario 
attended the general meeting. the 
Meeting gave union represetna-
tives an opportunity to network, 
discuss, and unite about issues 
dealing with campaigns, services, 
and the direction of the student 
Movement in ontario. the yfs 
was able to attend and learn more 
from the workshops as well as 
guest speakers on how to organize 
around tenant rights, islamopho-
bia, tution fees, and much more. 

Meetings & Events

elections for various positions were 
held during the oGM, and we’re 
happy to announce that two yfs 
executives, President rawan Habib 

and Vice-President operations 
Mary asekome, were elected as the 
constituency commission coordi-
nator and the international stu-
dent commissioner respectively. 
delegates to the general meeting 
include: President rawan Habib, 
Vice-President operations Mary 
asekome, Vice-President equity ro-
shni raveenthiran, Vice-President 
campus life Matthew comishen, 
executive director Murtaza Ghu-
lam, and campaigns and equity 
coordinator Mithilen Mathipalan. 

FrOSH

frosh 2017 was a busy and 
incredible experience for all 
new students and frosh leaders! 
this year the york federation of 
students was excited to play an 
active role supporting the colleges 
in welcoming first year students 
to york university. the executives 
of the yfs were able to participate 
in the week as frosh leaders for 
calumet college, Mclaughlin col-
lege and founders college. Vice 
President campus life Matthew 
comishen and Vice-President op-
erations Mary asekome were also 
able to co-emcee the york orien-
tation day at york lions stadium 
on september 6 and welcomed 

over 5000 incoming york students 
along with the rest of the execu-
tive team. frosh not only allowed 
students to have a fun time but 
also taught about consent culture, 
inclusivity and many important 
themes in order to create a cam-
pus fit for all York students.  

rEDPaCK

red Pack is an incredible way to 
get involved and be a part of the 
movement. redPack is a group 
of amazing volunteers who help 
out not only with events, but 
with campaigns and services of 
the organization. on Wednesday, 
august 2 the york federation of 
students (yfs) held their red Pack 
open house, which welcomed our 
new and returning volunteers. the 
open house was an opportunity to 
learn about the yfs and engage in 
team bonding exercises! 

YOrKFESt 2017

yorkfest2017 was successfully 
hosted from september 25th – 
30th. this year, the theme was 
“our campus, our space” to 
celebrate our ownership over this 
campus. this year, yorkfest saw 
a variety of brand new events, in 
addition to our more classic ones. 
from our smoothie and Bagel 
Breakfast, to disney karaoke, to 
dirty Bingo and festival village, 
every event was incredibly well-re-
ceived and attended. 

this year’s yorkfest concert in-
cluded the incredible performanc-
es of yes yes y’all, dJ 4korners 
as well as headliner tory lanez! 
We’re incredibly thankful for 
our directors, full time and 

part time staff, as well as our 
volunteers for ensuring that 
this week was a success!

LEaDErSHaPE

leadershape is an institute ca-
tered to students who are inter-
ested in developing more leader-
ship skills. it’s a space for folks to 
share and learn from one another. 
We’re excited to be sponsoring 
folks again this year. rawan Habib, 
President will be attending the 
institute on behalf of the executive 
from october 23rd – 27th. 

With yorkfest coming 
to a successful end, we 
want to thank members 
of the redPack for work-
ing so hard and we are 
very excited to see what 
the rest of the year will 
bring!

We’re incredibly thank-
ful for our directors, full 
time and part time staff, 
as well as our volunteers 
for ensuring that this 
week was a success!

through discussions on 
fight the fees, the next 
Provincial day of action 
was decided for february 
1st.



FaLL rEaDing WEEK

We’ve been working towards 
securing a fall reading week for 
our members for some time now. 
for the past several months we’ve 
been speaking to stakeholders on 
campus to ensure the success of 
our proposal including senate, 
the college Presidents associa-
tion, sc&ld, Grounds, and others. 
We’re happy to announce that 
the fall reading week proposal is 
aimed to be presented at the oc-
tober senate meeting and we are 
hoping for the best! 
 
15 anD FairnESS

the york federation of students 
remains committed to the fifteen 
and fairness campaign. rawan 
Habib, President, along with staff 
of the yfs, attended the campus 
assembly on september 15th and 
16th with labor and campus or-
ganizers from across the Gta and 
province. Workshops discussed 
the next steps of the campaign, 
the relation between tuition fees 
and wages, and islamophobia and 
racism in workplaces and on cam-
puses. We’re excited to continue 
our work on this campaign! 

nO iSLamaPHObia

the no islamophobia campaign is 
in the process of being re-vamped 
for different campuses.

the students for Greater transit 
access project seeks to survey 
students from thunder Bay to 
Windsor and everywhere in be-
tween about their ideas, concerns, 
frustrations or suggestions about 
public transit through online and 
in-person surveys. from all the 
feedback collected, students for 
Greater transit access will synthe-
size students’ diverse experiences 
with public transit into reasonable, 
practical and thoughtful policy 
proposals at the local, regional 
and provincial levels. stay tuned 
for updates on this campaign and 
how to get more involved.

riSE YOrK

We’re incredible excited to be 
bringing a rise conference to york 
for the first time on November 
1st! this conference is catered 
specifically to racialized and 
indigenous students and their 
experiences, both on and off this 
campus. Workshops will vary from 
discussions on solidarity across 
movements, to organizing around 
free education, to discussing the 
mental health of racialized and in-
digenous students.  We’re incred-
ibly excited to create this space 
for folks to collectively heal, share 
stories, and organize together. 

Campaigns & Equity

ttC PHOtO iD DaY

every year, the yfs hosts the ttc 
on campus to issue Post-second-
ary TTC Photo ID’s. The first date 
was hosted on september 20th in 
the chancellors room from 10am-
2pm. as usual, it was incredibly 
successful. the next date will be 
october 26th from 10am-2pm in 
the chancellors room. 

StuDEntS FOr 
grEatEr tranSit 
aCCESS

along with several campuses in 
and around the Gta, we’ve re-
cently launched a new campaign 
regarding more accessible and af-
fordable transit options. students 
in ontario are facing the burden 
of public transit becoming increas-
ingly unreliable and unaffordable.

 

since students are major 
users of public transit, it 
is important that transit 
decision-makers at all lev-
els of government hear 
their voices.

rawan Habib, President, 
has been actively involved 
in these conversations with 
other campuses across 
the Gta and Province to 
ensure that the materials 
reflect the needs of differ-
ent Muslim communities 
on campus. Various re-
vamped materials such as 
buttons, leaflets, and post-
ers will be reaching cam-
puses in the near future. 

the purpose of the clubs 
town Hall is to bring the 
representatives from all 
campus clubs together 
into an open forum in 
order to communicate 
changes in policy, services 
offered, and other items 
of interest.

inCLuSivitY      
training

the york federation of students 
(yfs) has partnered up with cen-
tre for Human rights, equity and 
inclusion (cHrei) once again to 
provide anti-oppression and in-
clusivity training to all orientation 
leaders. this summer VP equity, 
roshni and staff of the cHrei, 
alongside yoda planned to prop-
erly execute the training sessions 
and materials to be presented. yfs 
executives with cHrei staff have 
facilitated the trainings to college 
orientation leaders.

xaO WEEK

Xpressions against oppression 
Week (XAO Week) is confirmed 
for Monday october 16th till 
friday october 20th this year. 
The first day will have smudging, 
the community service group 
market, community food kitchen 
and a panel called decolonizing 
150. tuesday will consist of a 
boxing class facilitated by karina, 
followed by a panel called raise 
Wages, not fees: students and 
Workers united. the next day will 
include a panel named Books to 
Bars: the school to prison pipe-
line, with our annual rhymes of 
resistance: rebel without pause, 
spoken word night. thursday is 
our town hall, deconstructing 
islamophobia and White suprem-
acy. the last day, october 20th, 
we will be having our keynote 
speaker, Janet Mock, moderated 



Campaigns & Equity

FaLL FOOD DrivE

our annual food4thought, food 
drive will take place this year from 
october 2nd till nov 10th ,2017. 
drop off locations include: com-
munity service groups offices, YFS 
office, YFS MSO office, YFS stu-
dent club offices, college offices, 
Vari Hall rotunda, and the yfs 
food bank. We will be collecting 
non-perishable food items.  
 
YOrK u grOCErY 
SHuttLE

earlier this summer, the yfs 
executive team met with the new 
york university President, rhonda 
lenton and the new Vice Provost 
students, lucy fromowitz to dis-
cuss reinstating the free Grocery 
shuttle service that was abruptly 
discontinued last year. We’re 
incredibly excited to announce 
that we won, and that the Grocery 
shuttle has been reinstated. the 
purpose of the Grocery shuttle 
is to provide students with free 
transportation to get cheaper gro-
ceries from nearby stores. 

this service began on 
september 12 and runs 
every tuesday from 6pm 
-9pm and only goes to the 
canadian superstore. We 
are currently working with 
the Gcsu to advocate for 
a similar service for the 
Glendon campus.

Clubs & Services
CLubS tOWn HaLL

the club’s town Hall is a manda-
tory meeting for all YFS ratified 
clubs. this is an opportunity to 
meet all new club executives, 
introduce new club services and 
also address all questions and 
concerns clubs may have. our 
first meeting was held on August 
16 with a make up one held on 
august 29. 

CLub rEnEWaLS

The ratification and renewal win-
dow for clubs closed on september 
30, with some clubs pending ap-
proval. at the next club’s commit-
tee meeting, we will have close to 
400 clubs registered under the yfs. 

CLub SWag

club swag is one of the most pop-
ular services used by clubs every 
year and every year we look for 
more ways to expand this service. 
this year we opened a separate 
club swag website to make swag 
ordering simpler for our clubs. We 
also introduced new swag items 
like baseball tees, hats, bandanas, 

wristbands, cardholders, markers 
and usB’s. the club swag window 
was open from august 28 and 
closed on september 8 with over 
200 clubs utilizing this service.

nEW CLub SErviCES

this year, we introduced new 
club services like water cooler 
rentals, enterprise car share, Mso 
Bulletin Board, anti oppression 
training, first aid support, 10% 
discount from Gino’s Pizza and 
15% discount from the Under-
ground restaurant. over 30 clubs 
have applied for the underground 
discount cards. the current club’s 
website will also be revamped 
before the end of the year. 

maPLE LEaF SPOrtS 

earlier in the summer, both the 
Vice President operations, Mary 
asekome alongside the immedi-
ate past Member services co-
ordinator, Gayle Mcfadden met 
with representatives of Mlse and 
secured discounts for toronto fc 
and raptors games. 

Our first TFC game happened 
on september 20th and the next 
game which is a premium game 
against Montreal impact will be on 
october 15. tickets are $45 and 
can be purchased at our Member 
Services Office

We will also be selling tickets for 
two raptors games this semester. 
The first game will be on Novem-
ber 9 against new orleans Pel-
icans and the second will be on 

december 5 against the Phoenix 
suns. tickets will be on sale at our 
Member Services Office shortly.

gOOD FOOD bOx

the Good food Box is a program 
which provides students with top 
quality fresh fruits and vegetables 
at minimal cost. the Good food 
Box is available in different sizes 
and range from $13- $34. they 
can be purchased from our Mem-
ber Services Office. The next two 
order deadlines are october 4 and 
october 18 by 12pm.                             

SErviCE FriDaYS

this year, the yfs will be introduc-
ing #servicefridays to highlight 
and promote the different services 
of the federation, both on social 
media, and through outreach. 
some of our clients will occasion-
ally be on campus to also reach 
out to our members.  

#servicefridays will 
officially start on Friday, 
october 13.

The second official Club’s 
town Hall for the year 
will happen on novem-
ber 8 from 6pm. 


