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POLICE  
INTERACTION
This information was collected from the 
Canadian Civil Liberties Association’s 
Know Your Rights Citizens guide  
When Dealing With Police 

if stopped by the police i 
have the right to...
• not allow police to search my be-

longings; if they insist, state loudly 
and repeatedly that you are not 
consenting to a search, but do not 
physically interfere.

• not answer any questions posed by 
the police if detained.

• be given an opportunity to speak to a 
lawyer if detained.

• make more than one phone call in 
order to reach a lawyer, if necessary.

• speak to a lawyer in private.
• not be asked any questions until I 

have obtained a lawyer.
The police must also tell you about 
Legal Aid and your right to free legal 
services. 

if stopped while driving 
the police can...
• stop cars at any time. If the police 

ask to see your driver’s license, car 
registration and insurance, you are 
required by law to produce these 
documents.

• only search your car if they have 
reasonable and probable grounds to 

believe that there are illegal drugs or 
alcohol or evidence relating to the 
commission of a crime in the car.

• I have the right to not be searched 
if the police check my sobriety, the 
mechanical condition of the car, my 
license, registration or insurance have 
stopped my car.

 
detainment, arrest and  
warrants...
• The police have the right to detain 

you if they are investigating a crime 
and have reasonable grounds to 
believe that you are connected to 
that crime.

• If you are arrested, you have the right 
to be informed promptly of the rea-
son of your arrest. If you are unsure, 
you should politely ask the police 
officer why you are being arrested. 

• If the police does not arrest you or if 
they do not have grounds to detain 
you, they MUST let you be on your 
way.

 
the police can only enter 
your home if...
• The police have a warrant to enter 

your home to arrest someone;
• The police have a search warrant;
• The police have permission from you 

or someone else in authority in your 
home;

• There are urgent circumstances 
that require the police to enter your 
home.
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the police can enter my home 
without permission if...
• When a 911 call has been made from 

your home, and the police believe 
that entry is necessary to prevent 
death or serious injury. 

• Where the police believe that 
someone in the home is in need of 
emergency services. 

• To help someone who has reported 
a domestic assault to safely remove 
their belongings. 

• To protect people from injury if the 
police suspect that there is a drug 
laboratory in the home.

To learn more about your rights, or 
if you feel like your rights have been 
breached, contact the York Federation 
of Students.
Vice-President Campaigns & Advocacy  
at vpcampaigns@yfs.ca OR President 
at president@yfs.ca

TENANT RIGHTS
All these points have been taken from 
the Residential Tenancies Act (RTA) 
created by The Federation of Metro 
Tenants’ Association.

the rta does not cover...
• those living in in student residences
• a place that is supposed to be used 

for business;
• a place where a kitchen or a bathroom 

is shared with the owner or a close 
family member of the owner;

• temporary or seasonal housing;
• housing co-op;
• rehab facility

If you do not have a lease or a tenancy 
agreement, the RTA still covers you.

i have the right to...
• have children in my apartment.
• not renew my lease upon expiry, 

automatically becoming a month-to-
month tenant. All the terms of your 
original lease continue.

 
the property owner...
• can only charge first and last month’s 

rent, and, a key deposit, up to the 
cost of replacing the key, upon first 
moving in. 

• cannot charge a ‘damage deposit’ or 
other additional charges.

• must ensure your apartment is at least 
21˚C from Sept 15 to May 31. 

• can only enter your apartment be-
tween 8am and 8pm, for repairs, 
maintenance or showings after notice 
of you leaving.

• must fix anything that breaks or does 
not work properly.

• must help you get rid of pests.

 
in order to evict you, 
the property owner...
• must apply to the Landlord and 

Tenant Board (LTB). A hearing will be 
held that you should attend.

• may not change your locks or tell you 
to leave. The only person that can 
evict you is the Sheriff. 

 
you cannot be evicted...
• if your children are noisy.
• if you ask for repairs.
• for joining a tenant association.
If you are concerned about, or have 
been threatened with eviction, call 
the Tenant Hotline immediately at 
416-921-9494.



IMMIGRATION
This information was compiled by The 
Immigration Legal Committee (ILC) and 
No One is Illegal-Toronto.
The following is not legal advice but 
information based on your rights 
under the law.

 
if immigration officers 
show up at your home...
• you have a right to not open the 

door.
• they must have, signed and dated,  

1) the immigration arrest warrant 
and; 2) a “Feeney” or “special entry” 
warrant that lets them enter a home 
to make an arrest. 

• ask them to slip the warrants through 
the mailbox or under the door. 

• ensure that the person named on  
the warrants is in the house. If they 
only have one warrant, or there’s  
a mistake on the warrants, you  

have the right to tell them they 
need a second warrant or that the 
information on one or both warrants 
is incorrect, then ask them to leave 
(without opening the door).

 
if you are arrested...
• do not sign any papers without first 

speaking to a lawyer.
• and have a criminal record, then 

you will most likely be taken to the 
Immigration Holding Centre (usually 
referred to as “Rexdale”) at 385 
Rexdale Blvd.

• and have criminal record, then you 
may be taken to a provincial jail.

• you can request the assistance of 
Toronto Refuge Affairs Council 
(TRAC) for legal information. 

TRAC operates an office at the  
Immigration Holding Centre Mondays 
to Thursdays. Their telephone number 
is 416-401-8537.



IN CASE OF CRISIS

off-campus 
Visit your local emergency department 
or call 911.

on-campus
York Security, 416-736-5333, or ext. 
33333 from a Campus Phone.
Students on campus who do not require 
medical attention and are in crisis or 
in serious distress can also speak to 
a counsellor on campus at Student 
Counselling and Development (SCD). 
SCD Is located in N110 Bennett Centre 
for Student Services, and can also be 
reached by phone at 416-736-5297
9am-4:30pm on Monday, Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday* 
9am-7pm on Tuesday
*Throughout June, July and August, 
PCS offices are closed 12-1pm each 
day and close at 3:30pm on Fridays

MENTAL HEALTH
If you are feeling like you might hurt 
yourself or just need someone to talk to 
please use this helpful link of crisis lines. 

Anishnawbe 24/7 Mental Health 
Crisis Management Service
For Aboriginal clients that promotes  
Traditional Aboriginal practices.

416-891-8606 . aht.ca 

Gerstein Centre 
Provides crisis intervention to adults, living in 
the City of Toronto, who experience mental 
health problems. The service has three 
aspects; telephone support, community visits 
and a ten-bed, short-stay residence.

416-929-5200 . gersteincentre.org   

Toronto Distress Centres
24 hour telephone support line for  
emotional distress and/or crisis intervention 
(hold times may be greater than 15 minutes).

416-408-4357 or 408-HELP
torontodistresscentre.com
 
Good 2 Talk
Post-secondary student helpline. 

1-866-925-5454 . good2talk.ca 
 
Ontario Mental Health Helpline
Mental health services information and  
24-hour telephone support line.

1-866-531-2600 
mentalhealthhelpline.ca

newcomer mental health 
resources
Across Boundaries, An Ethno-racial 
Mental Health Organization
Equitable, holistic mental health and addiction 
services for racialized* communities.

416-787-3007 . acrossboundaries.ca
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Hong Fook Mental Health Association 
Mental health promotion and community- 
based programs. 
416-493-4242 . hongfook.ca

multilingual distress lines
If you need to talk to someone in a 
language other than English. Offered 
through Spectra Community Support 
Services Monday to Friday, 10am–10pm.
• Mandarin & Cantonese:  

416-920-0497
• Hindi, Urdu & Punjabi:  

905-459-7777 ext. 2
• Spanish: 905-459-7777 ext. 3
• Portuguese: 905-459-7777 ext. 4

 

LEGAL SUPPORT
off-campus
Legal Aid Ontario
Promote access to justice throughout  
Ontario for low-income individuals. 
1-800-668-8258 . legalaid.on.ca 
 
Community Legal Education Ontario
416-408-4420 . cleo.on.ca/en
  
on-campus
Community & Legal Aid Services 
Programme
416-736-5029
osgoode.yorku.ca/community-clinics/
welcome-community-legal-aid- 
services-program-clasp/ 

Osgoode Mediation Clinic
omc@osgoode.yorku.ca

osgoode.yorku.ca/community-clinics/
osgoode-mediation-clinic
 

SEXUAL VIOLENCE 
RESOURCES
off-campus
Toronto Rape Crisis Centre/  
Multicultural Women Against Rape 
24 hour crisis line support and face to face 
counselling. 

905-695-1212 . trccmwar.ca 
 
Assaulted Women’s Helpline 
24-hour telephone and TTY crisis telephone 
line to all women in the province of Ontario 
who have experienced any form of abuse.

416-364-4144 . awhl.org
 
Metropolitan Action Committee 
on Violence Against Women and 
Children
416-392-3135 · metrac.org 

on-campus
Sexual Assault Survivors Support 
Line & Leadership 
24 hour peer support line and walk-in 
support.

416-650-8056 . sassl.info.yorku.ca 
 
Centre for Sexual Violence  
Response, Support and Education 
24 hour support centre on disclosures and 
complaints; facilitate safety planning; and  
assist survivors through the complaint process.

416-736-5211 
sexual-violence-response.info.yorku.ca

http://hongfook.ca
http://legalaid.on.ca
http://cleo.on.ca/en
https://www.osgoode.yorku.ca/community-clinics/welcome-community-legal-aid-services-program-clasp/
https://www.osgoode.yorku.ca/community-clinics/welcome-community-legal-aid-services-program-clasp/
https://www.osgoode.yorku.ca/community-clinics/welcome-community-legal-aid-services-program-clasp/
http://osgoode.yorku.ca/community-clinics/osgoode-mediation-clinic
http://osgoode.yorku.ca/community-clinics/osgoode-mediation-clinic
trccmwar.ca
http://awhl.org
http://sassl.info.yorku.ca
http://sexual-violence-response.info.yorku.ca


COMMUNITY HEALTH 
RESOURCES
Black Creek Community Health 
Centre 
Community based organization that provides 
health care services in a holistic manner. 

416-249-8000 . bcchc.com
 

COUNSELLING  
AND INTEGRATION 
SUPPORT 

off campus
Afghan Women’s Counselling and 
Integration Community Support 
Organization 
Provides settlement services to all newcomers, 
with a special focus on women, families, 
refugees and people who have experience 
war and persecution. 
416-588-3585 . afghanwomen.org

http://bcchc.com
http://afghanwomen.org


The cannabis industry is now legalized 
in Canada – but there are still plenty of 
laws that can criminalize recreational 
cannabis users.  
Content provided by the Canadian Civil 
Liberties Association https://ccla.org

HERE ARE TEN NEW 
CRIMES THAT TOOK 
EFFECT OCTOBER 17.

a person 18 or over  
distributing cannabis  
to a person under 18 
Think twice before passing that joint. 
If an 18+ year old passes cannabis to 
their 17 year old friend, it’s a criminal 
offence – punishable by up to 14 
years in prison.
“Distributing” means a lot of things – 
whether you give, transport, deliver, or 
transfer cannabis, or even offer to give 
your underage friend some, you can 
be found guilty of a criminal offence.

possessing a budding or 
flowering plant in public
Moving and want to take your home-
grown cannabis plants with you? 
Make sure they don’t have any buds or 
flowers. You can move up to 4 plants 
in a public place – but if any of them 
are budding or flowering, it becomes 
a crime. Adults could face up to 5 
years less a day in prison.

selling cannabis without 
a license
This may seem obvious, but you can’t 
sell cannabis without specific legal 
authorization – and that is being tightly 
regulated by the provinces and 
territories. Licenses to sell cannabis 
aren’t that easy to get; you would know 
if you have one. 
So what can you do if you want to 
share a joint? 
Just give it away: distributing up to 
30 grams dried cannabis to another 
adult is ok. 
Growing some cannabis at home, 
legally, and want to share the harvest 
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with your adult roommate? 
Again, make sure to give up to 30 
grams away, without getting anything 
in return. 
There are still a few murky areas 
though. What about picking up some 
cannabis for a friend when you go to 
the official cannabis store? 
You can certainly give that cannabis to 
the friend for free (as long as the friend 
is an adult, it’s less than 30 grams dried 
cannabis, etc.). But can the friend pay 
you back? Maybe not. 
The real question here is, when does 
‘distributing’ stop being ‘distributing’, 
and start to become ‘selling’? 
Unfortunately, we couldn’t find a clear 
answer to that – and you probably 
don’t want to be the first person to test 
out those definitions before a court. So 
the safest course of action is to give 
it away, or make your friends buy 
their own cannabis directly from an 
authorized retailer.

possessing any “illicit” 
cannabis, or growing a 
plant from an “illicit” 
cannabis seed
Hey, I thought we were legalizing 
cannabis – so what’s all this about 
“illicit” cannabis? Illicit cannabis is 
cannabis that is still illegal because it  
“is or was sold, produced or distributed 
by a person prohibited from doing 
so under [the Cannabis Act] or any 
provincial Act or that was imported by a 
person prohibited from doing so under 
this Act.“

Still confused? You’re not alone. Here 
are a few examples. 
If you have a friend that grows more 
than 4 recreational plants at home – 
that’s illicit cannabis. 
If you live in Quebec or Manitoba and 
grow anything recreational at home – 
that’s illicit cannabis. 
If you buy cannabis from an unlicensed 
or unauthorized source, or get more 
than 30 grams dried recreational 
cannabis (or over 30 seeds or 2 pans 
of pot brownies – see point 6 below) 
free from a friend – that’s illicit cannabis.
Were you passed a joint from an 18 year 
old in BC, Saskatchewan, Ontario, 
Nova Scotia, Newfoundland or 
Nunavut? Or – if Quebec’s newly 
elected government gets its way –  
an 18, 19 or 20 year old in Quebec? 
That’s now illicit cannabis.
If you rent an apartment in PEI and your 
landlord has said no recreational cannabis 
growing but you do anyways – illicit 
cannabis. You get the picture. Sort of.
Oh – and if you’re wondering why we 
keep talking about ‘recreational’ cannabis, 
it’s because medical marijuana users are 
subject to an entirely different regulatory 
regime. Basically, it’s complex.

driving with a thc  
blood concentration  
of over 2 ng/ml
This one is a bit of a stretch for our ‘top 
ten’ list, but only because these laws 
actually came into force in June 2018. 
Impaired driving – whether by drugs or 
alcohol – is, and continues to be, illegal. 
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But there are new Criminal Code 
provisions that make it a crime to have 
certain levels of THC in your blood 
within two hours of having operated a 
motor vehicle. 
The difficulty with this approach is, 
unlike alcohol, the science shows no 
consistent connection between THC 
levels in the blood and impairment. 
And everyone clears THC from their 
body at different rates, making it very 
hard for people to know how long they 
need to wait before getting behind the 
wheel after having consumed cannabis.
Heavy cannabis users – including some 
people who use medical marijuana – 
may have THC blood concentrations 
above the per se limit, despite having 
had a period of cessation for hours or 
possibly days. 
Bottom line is that besides abstaining 
for a decent amount of time, there 
is no good way to be sure you’re 
complying with the law – which is 
particularly concerning when that law 
is the Criminal Code, and punishments 
range from a fine to jail time. The higher 
the concentration of THC in your 
blood, the higher the potential penalty.

an adult possessing over 
30 seeds – or more than 
two pans(ish) of pot 
brownies – in a public 
place
Most people reading government 
educational material will soon find 
out that adults can carry maximum 30 
grams of recreational dried cannabis 
in public. But did you know that a 

seed is deemed to be equivalent to a 
gram? If it’s a cannabis concentrate, 
the maximum amount is 7.5 grams. Pot 
brownies? Make sure that tray doesn’t 
weigh more than 450 grams. Don’t 
know what 450 grams of brownies 
looks like? We didn’t either. It’s just less 
than a pound – so this might help. And 
as with much of this stuff, this is about 
recreational cannabis – medical mari-
juana is a whole different question.

importing or exporting 
cannabis without legal 
authorization
It’s illegal to take recreational cannabis 
across the border – in either direction 
– without a specific licence. And it’s 
also a crime to possess recreational 
cannabis for the purpose of exporting 
it. So keep it out of your luggage.

cultivating, propagating 
or harvesting cannabis 
outside your own home 
(without legal authorization)
Live in an apartment and your landlord 
has prohibited you from growing 
cannabis? Don’t bring your plants to 
the office instead. It’s a crime to grow 
cannabis at a place that isn’t your 
home – unless of course you’re an 
authorized producer, with a legal 
licence. Or a medical marijuana user, 
in which case different rules apply.
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distributing cannabis to 
an organization
Want to send your friend some weed?
While it would be legal to give it away 
for free (provided it’s less than 30 grams 
dried and your friend is an adult), it 
would illegal to give it to a mail  
courier to help with the delivery. 
And organizations, unless specifically 
authorized, can’t possess, distribute, 
sell, cultivate, propagate, or harvest 
cannabis either. So much for your 
neighbourhood cannabis/book club.

no more than four plants 
(depending on where you 
live)
Growing more than four recreational 
cannabis plants per household 
(except in Quebec and Manitoba, 
where you can’t grow any) is illegal. If 
you live in a province or territory that 
permits home growing, make sure  
your house doesn’t have more than 
four plants. That includes your yard, 
shed, garage, etc. And if you have 
roommates – it’s four recreational 
plants per house, not per person.
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